Date:  November 22, 2010

To:  Government Accountability Board

From:  Paul Malischke
malischke@yahoo.com
Subject: Administrative Rule Chapter 4, Election Observers

Please consider the following changes to the rule.

These will help to clarify rights and responsibilities and thereby reduce conflicts between observers and pollworkers.

1)  Specify whether observers have the right to enter the polling place before the 7:00 a.m. starting time.  Controversy will be avoided if both observers and chief inspectors have the same understanding.  Give the chief inspector the option to bring them into the polling place before the opening.

2)  Specify that the poll closing procedures must remain open to observers, even those arriving past 8:00 pm.  On November 4, 2008, I arrived at 8:05, asked to observe, and was told I could not enter the polling place since I had arrived late.

3)  Specify that observers have the right to see the serial number on all seals, see the signed zero tape, and also to receive a copy of the tabulator printout with the results.  For the 2010 November election, there was a highly publicized confrontation in Milwaukee over printing a poll tape.

4) Section  4.02 (6) This currently reads, “Observers may not use any video or still camera inside the clerk’s office.”  Add “while voting is in progress”.  A rule has the force of law, and should be written precisely.
5) Specify that before duplicating a ballot, the pollworker must announce that it is being done, and why (e.g. an absentee ballot contains an overvote).  Duplicating ballots is one of the most sensitive Election Day procedures.
