Date:  November 11, 2008

To:  Government Accountability Board

From:  Paul Malischke
malischke@yahoo.com
Subject: Administrative Rule Chapter 4, Election Observers

Please consider the following changes to the rule:

1)  Specify whether observers have the right to enter the polling place before the 7:00 a.m. starting time.  Controversy will be avoided if both observers and chief inspectors have the same understanding.  Give the chief inspector the option to bring them into the polling place before the opening.

2)  Specify that the poll closing procedures must remain open to observers, even those arriving past 8:00 pm.  On November 4, I arrived at 8:05, asked to observe, and was told I could not enter the polling place since I had arrived late.

3)  Specify that observers have the right (at an appropriate time) to see the serial number on all seals, see the zero tape, and also to request a copy of the tabulator printout with the results.

4) Section  4.02 (6) This currently reads, “Observers may not use any video or still camera inside the clerk’s office.”  Add “while voting is in progress”.

5)  An observation area 6 to 12 feet away is simply too far away.  An active polling place has background noise.  It is not feasible for the pollworkers to continuously re-announce names and addresses loud enough for people behind them who are 6 to 12 feet away.  An area 3 to 6 feet away will accomplish the goal of preventing hovering.

6)  Allow the chief inspector to designate one or more pollworkers as people to whom the observers can direct questions.

