February 9, 2007

Representative 




RE: H.R. 5036 (Emergency Assistance for Secure Elections in 2008 legislation)
Dear Representative :

I am writing to you as a constituent who is seriously concerned about the safety, integrity and transparency of the  election in November.  All the controversies in recent elections regarding failed direct recording electronic (DRE) voting machines, lack of resolution on conducting audits, etc.. has me worried regarding the true accuracy and reliability of the voting outcome.  In a democracy - elections constitute the citizens’ most direct and important influence as to how the government serves the public need. Consequently, steps must be taken now to ensure that the conduct and results of the November election are unambiguously above reproach.

Some states are already taking steps to reduce the potential for voter doubt and apprehension about the November elections.  A good example of this proactive effort is Colorado, which decertified 75% of the electronic voting machines in December because it felt that these machines either did not have enough security protections or could not accurately count ballots (www.9news.com/news/local/article.aspx?storyid=85021).  The same story noted that Colorado’s Governor Ritter sent a letter to county clerks across the state in January saying, "Our plan to use paper ballots is the tried and true election method that has worked for decades." 

U.S. Representative Rush Holt has a similarly sizable worry about the safety and integrity of the November elections.  In an effort to preserve the nation’s trust in the 2008 elections - Rep. Holt recently introduced legislation entitled the “Emergency Assistance for Secure Elections [‘EASE’] Act of 2008” (H.R. 5036).  This legislation would allow individual states and local election agencies to establish a secure, voter-verified paper trail with a strong audit path to handle election disputes.  More precisely, H.R. 5036 is designed to reimburse state and local jurisdictions that elect to convert to paper ballot voting systems, provide emergency paper ballots, and/or conduct audits by hand counts. Jurisdictions that takes advantage of this reimbursement will help greatly reduce the disputes and uncertainties about the November election results.  This legislation is targeted to apply only to the 2008 election. 

I strongly encourage you to take a pro-active stance on H.R. 5036. Namely, I urge you to sign on as a co-sponsor to this legislation. Then work hard to convince your fellow representatives that H.R. 5036 needs to become law in sufficient time to help ensure that counties and other election jurisdictions across the United States can take advantage of the bill’s opt-in reimbursements in order to have full effect for the November election.  

As law – H.R 5036 will greatly help in ensuring a transparent, full opportunity for all voters to participate in our electoral process this November.
Sincerely,

Wis reps in the US House who currently sponsor HR 5036:

Representative Tammy Baldwin

10 East Doty St., Suite 405

Madison, WI  53703

-----------------

Rep Wis reps in the US House who currently do not sponsor HR 5036:

Representative Paul Ryan

20 S. Main St.  Suite 10  

Janesville, WI  53545 

Representative Ron Kind

205 Fifth Ave S.  Suite 400 

La Crosse, WI  54601 

Representative Gwen Moore

219 N. Milwaukee St.  STE 3A

Milwaukee, WI  53202

Representative F. James Sensenbrenner, Jr.

120 Bishops Way, Room 154

Brookfield, WI  53005-6294

Representative Thomas Petri

490 W. Rolling Meadows Dr.  Suite B

Fond du Lac, WI  54937 

Representative David Obey

401 5th St., Suite 406A

Wausau, WI   54403-5468

Representative Steve Kagen

700 E.Walnut St.

Green Bay, WI  54301
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