Your editorial on Alderperson Zach Brandon’s ordinance for impartial elections was strongly in favor of restrictions on the election workers in the city clerk’s office.  But it did not mention that the proposed ordinance would also include pollworkers.  Here are reasons for considering deleting restrictions on pollworkers from the ordinance:

· There will be a large administrative burden in alerting 1000 pollworkers, and helping them understand the law.

· Pollworkers are operating completely out in the open.  We are fortunate in Wisconsin to have the right to observe all actions in the polling place, as long as we are not disruptive.

· State statutes give the two major political parties the right to name pollworkers, regardless of how involved they are in campaigns.  The only exception is if their name is on the ballot.

· The restrictions on the employees of the State Elections Board have been given as an example to follow, but this applies to administrators, not pollworkers.

· The situation that precipitated the ordinance introduction was not with pollworkers, but in the clerk’s office.

Consideration should be given to referring this item to the Madison Election Advisory Committee for further review.  
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