RESOLUTION ESTABLISHING AN INDEPENDENT COMMITTEE TO FORMULATE AND RECOMMEND A PLAN OF APPORTIONMENT OF THE DANE COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS


As a result of the 2010 Census, it will be necessary to redraw boundaries of districts for the Dane County Board of Supervisors in 2011, which is called a plan of apportionment in Wisconsin law.  Reapportionment has traditionally been handled by the County Board itself.  The Americans for Redistricting Reform has called for redistricting to be conducted by independent commissions.  The ARR's organizing principle is that “...voters should choose elected representatives, not the other way around. “ 


 ARR's call for independent reapportionment commissions is joined by a large number of progressive reform organizations, including US PIRG, Common Cause, the League of Women Voters and Fair Vote.  In Wisconsin, independent groups such as the Wisconsin Democracy Campaign and its director, Michael McCabe, have urged creation of independent reapportionment commissions.


Creation of an independent reapportionment commission for Dane County will expedite preparation of districts that meet the requirement of one person, one vote, are compact and competitive, assure that minority communities have fair representation and which respect communities of interest such as  municipal boundaries.  An independent commission could retain experts to prepare the demographic data needed to support the process, and make those resources available to all interested persons and groups.


The community interest in fair reapportionment is overwhelming.  Dane County has been a leader in increasing transparency in government.  The County can set an example which should be followed in the mapping of legislative and congressional districts.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Dane County Board of Supervisors, that:

1. There is created a special Dane County Reapportionment Committee which shall be charged with receiving census data from the 2010 census, and use that data as well as other information to prepare a recommended plan of apportionment to be presented to the Dane County Board of Supervisors by May 1, 2011, for consideration and action by them no later than July 1, 2011 as provided in Wis. Stat. §59.10(3).

2. The Reapportionment Committee shall consist of five (5) retired Dane County circuit judges now residing in Dane County.  The County Board Chair shall appoint the members of the Committee from a list of eligible judges prepared by and submitted to the Chair by the Executive Committee of the Board, and such appointments shall be subject to approval by the County Board.  No more than two of the members may have originally been appointed as circuit judges by Governors from the same political party.  The members of the Reapportionment Committee shall select their own chair and other officers, and establish their own rules of procedure.

3. The County Clerk shall provide administrative support to the Committee.  The Committee may retain a consultant experienced in redistricting to assist the Committee in completing the recommended plans.

