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Winnebago County

Office of the County Clerk

The Wave of the Future

March 21, 2008

Ross Hein, Election Specialist

Wisconsin Governmental Accountability Board

   Elections Division

17 West Main Street, Suite 310

PO Box 2973

Madison, WI  53701-2973

Dear Ross,

The following information is in response to your March 20 request for additional clarification of the information I provided you about the concerns raised by Paul Malischke and Ann Frisch in their letter to the GAB dated February 25, 2008.  Mr. Malischke and Ms. Frisch expressed their concerns about an article in the Appleton Post Crescent newspaper that discussed the February 19, 2008 Presidential Preference election and the touch screen voting machines in Winnebago County.   

I should note that on March 19, I sent you voting information for the following reporting units in Winnebago County broken down by the number of ballots cast on both the touch screen (TSX) and optical scan (OS) voting machines.  The number of ballots cast on both types of voting equipment were then broken down into the following categories:  Democratic, Republican, blank Democratic, blank Republican, percentage of ballots cast on each type of machine and the percentage of blank partisan ballots cast on each machine.

These particular reporting units were selected for two main reasons.  First, because the Appleton Post Crescent is the primary newspaper that covers the Cities of Neenah and Menasha and the Town of Vinland, I felt it was appropriate to include those municipalities’ results since it was the Post Crescent’s article Mr. Malischke and Ms. Frisch site in their letter.

Secondly, there was at least one non-partisan race in all of these reporting units, so I felt it would be a good sampling of the type of voting statistics you needed.

The following is a list of the races that appeared on each of these municipalities/reporting units’ ballots:

· Town of Menasha, Wards 2-4 – Presidential Preference, Town Supervisor 3 and Neenah Joint School District

· Town of Oshkosh, Wards 1-6 – Presidential Preference, County Supervisor 14, Oshkosh Area School District and the  Winneconne Community School District

· Town of Vinland, Wards 1-3 – Presidential Preference, Neenah Joint School District, Oshkosh Area School District and the Winneconne Community School District

· Town of Winneconne, Wards 1-3 – Presidential Preference and the Winneconne Community School District

· City of Menasha, Wards 1 & 2 – Presidential Preference and Mayor

· City of Neenah, Wards 5-8 – Presidential Preference and Neenah Joint School District

· City of Neenah, Wards 9-12 & 30 – Presidential Preference and Neenah Joint School District

Please let me know if you need any further information.

Sincerely,
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Sue Ertmer

Winnebago County Clerk

