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April 24, 2008

Dear Senator Kohl,

Thank you for your efforts to make it easier for voters to cast ballots.  Your weekend voting bill has the promise of increasing participation in the cornerstone of our democracy.

In order to overcome the inertia of our present schedule, perhaps there should be a pilot for weekend voting.  Wisconsin has often been the leader, with Election Day registration as an example.  Wisconsin could pilot weekend voting for their 2010 spring elections.

Perhaps you could use the prestige of your office to initiate a task force to investigate the advantages and how to mitigate the disadvantages.  The task force could consider polling place hours, security of the equipment overnight, the effect on polling places, the fiscal effects, and the changes needed to state law.

Please consider initiating a task force with your staff as chair.  Task force membership could include Wisconsin clerks, state legislators, voters, and a state election administrator.

A Wisconsin pilot would help to expose potential difficulties and solutions, and lead to ultimate success of your proposal.

On behalf of Fair Elections Wisconsin,

Paul Malischke

malischke@yahoo.com
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