To:  Government Accountability Board

From:  Paul Malischke

Date:  July 7, 2009

Subject:  Early Voting, Option C
Option C should be rejected.   It offers little improvement in service to the voter, and significantly reduces security of the ballot.

Option C would “streamline” in-person absentee voting in the clerk’s office.  In reality, it would eliminate processes that guard against ballot box stuffing or ballot switching.

Option C proposes to eliminate the absentee ballot request form.  Filling out this form is not the cause of long lines at the clerk’s office.  If there is a line for voting, the form can be filled out while waiting in line.  If the GAB perceives a problem, it might be due to the complex form that the GAB has on their website for requesting an absentee ballot.  Such a complex form is not required.  Instead, use a form similar to that used by Madison, which is simple, easy to fill out, and uses large font.  http://www.cityofmadison.com/election/absenteeVoting/documents/AbsenteeBallotRequest.pdf
Using a sign-in logbook has been proposed as a substitute for a form.  However, signatures in a logbook cannot be easily sorted, so they are not easily auditable.

A review of absentee request forms is currently a part of all Wisconsin recount procedures, according to the Recount Manual, page 7.  This serves as a check against ballot box stuffing.

Option C also proposes to do away with certificate envelopes, and instead, put voted ballots into a “secure” container.  How will they be secured?  Will a large city such as Madison have 100 secure boxes, one for each ward?  Will they be opened out of the public eye for reconciliation of the number of ballots?  A detailed security system should be described before legislation is considered, since this is an important facet of this proposal.

In our current system, when the certificate envelope arrives at the polling place, a serial number is listed by the voter’s name.  Thus, the voter can determine whether or not his ballot arrived at the polling place.  Under the proposed “streamlining”, the voter will have no method to determine this.

In our current system, there is no need for a separate list of early voters, since the ballots go to the polling place inside the certificate envelope.  In this way, our current system is less burdensome than Option C.

Instead of eliminating security procedures, Wisconsin should close the current procedural loopholes for in-person absentee balloting.  There currently are no laws or rules mandating privacy or security for voting at the clerk’s office.

These parts of option C are advantageous and should be adopted:

· The SVRS should be “altered to allow for easier absentee processing”.

· The start of in-person absentee voting should be changed to 19 days before the election, in order to provide a more uniform start date.

· Satellite locations should be allowed, but should meet similar restrictions as polling places regarding selection, electioneering, and accessibility.  Ballot marking terminals should be required for satellites.  Hours and dates of satellites should be decided by the municipality.

